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Many of us have processed lhousands ilems of evidence 

during o ur car ers and have come across some very 

unusual and amusing things. Recently, the Forensic 

DOCUlnent Laboratory (FDL) at U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (I CE) received a rifle, two 

pis tols, and numerous 11lagazines and ammunition for 

fingerprint processing and examination. 

[upe ned Ihe se'aled evid ence packJgirrg in 

urder to inventor ), 3110 visually l'xamine tht: 

evidence pr ior to allY ch ...m ical processing. 

Durll1g the in ve rrtory, I noticed o ne peculiar 

luukin g lTl.lg ,l zine (foigure 11. It was vc r: un­

usual in size and appearance. The magazille 

was mail u Llctured in China and a pF' eJ. r~J to 

be .lbk to hold no more rhan tour :',08 cali ­

ber cart r idges when b ll)' loaded. It h ·ld on e 

cartridge tha l <lppearl'd to be " live''' sitting 

on the top an d another below that ,lpl' carcd 

to be ntis)ing the primer. One of th e odd 

thin gs abo ut this item was that when Ivo k­

ing do wn frvm the to[.1, the " live" cartridge 

loukcd to be t ilt: onl)· one in the nt JgEillC 

(Figures 2 '!lld 31. [ asked a few ( o-wor k(' rs 

about it and n o o ne had heard of or seen 

any hi ng like it before. 

r co ntinued to inventor), the ite ms and had 
hegun re moving cartridges from the mJ.ga ­

zincs. After removi ng sixty cart r idges from 

th.: other mag,lzincs, 1had an issue with the 

small m.Jgazine. Sparhs :lnd a hissing noise 

came frum the lower port ion of the magazine 

a, I attempted to sl ide the "Iiw " cartridge out 

of its pl.Jec. I immedi,ltely ceased inventory 

and segregated this item fro m the others SI nce 

I was unsure of exactly what was occu rr ing. 

I (untae ted the ICE Agent whu submitted 

the ~ vid e nce fllr processing and was told that 

there IVa nuthi ng un usual about the search 

war rant and ,~ i zu re. Since the evidence carne 

fru m the ;,ou thcrn borda of the United 

S!,lte,;, r co nduct ed (lirth er inqlliries ab(lut 

this unus u,!I item . . one of the pecJpk th at I 

spoke to had any knowledge of ammu ni I iun 

magnin(; ·. king booby tnlpped in the United 

:~ta t;:s. HO\·\- ,, \\:r, there h.we bee n some cases 

of it (rolll UW rSl' d S, mustI7' in war zones. Th~)' 

,Ib u indi cated that they h;ld no knowledge o( 

any 30g lidi ber magazi ne of that sileo 

I (ontJded the Bureau o f Alco ilolf'oba( (o 

and Firearms (BATF) <lrrJ asked if they could 

t,lke a look at the item bd o r further proc<:'> s­

ing W,15 conducted. A BATF j\ gent respontice! 

'111<.1 l'rocccdl'd to examine the item. The item 

was ill:ipc(t l'ci and photographed, both digi­

u llr ,lJld by X-f ,l),. IOl approxim atdy lwent)'­

IlVe minut,"; (Figu re 4). It turned out that the 

i.tem was ;lCtu,llly a flLlvelty cigMcttl' Itgh ter. 

At this point I felt a little du m b, but the BArr 
Agent was excited about finding thi s, stdting 

tbat it was the first novelty item of this kind 
that h", has SCC'Il . Therc have been other kinds 

of novelty lighters involving weapons, but this 

was very uJlusual. * 
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FIGURE 2 
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