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SHORT RTDGE:  WHAT IS TT AND TS IT ONE POTNT OR TWO?

"Short ridges are shorter than the adjacent surrounding ridges, but at
least twice as lorg as a dot."

This is but one of several explanations you may receive when posing
the ouestion, "Just what is a short ridge?"

"It's not just a raised portion of skin, it has length, as well as
width," "It's at least twice as long as it is wide." "T can't define » short
ridee, but T know 'em when T see 'em."™ "A short ridre is 2 ridge of limited
distance." "Short rideges terminate on both ends in = very short distance.®
"Tt's longer than it is wide." Take your choice or coin your own definition
and it will no doubt fit the oceasion.

Discussions, as well as the written word, have been put. forth debating
the value of the short ridge as an identifying characteristic. Do you
subseribe to the theory that z short ridge comprises one point of identity or
two? Do you chart an exhibit using and illustrating short ridges as one
characteristic? 1In the #1 photograph the terminal ends of = short ridge are
designated as "AM™ and "B" and you are counting the intervening ridges to point
"C.M Will the "A-C" count be the same as the "R-C" count? If the ridee count
is the same, will you consider the short ridge as one characteristic or two?
In this instance the ridge count from A to € is 9 and the count from
B to C is 12 or 13. Would you then say that the relationship between
WA-C" is different than "B-C"? Does a 2 or 2 ridge difference between
points classify as a dissimilarity? Would you have a non~identification if
such a dissimilarity exists between two points in a comparison? IFf
identification depends upon the number of intervening ridges between two
characteristics being the same then should short ridges be treated as one
characteristiec or two?

At lemst one book in the search of the literature on the subject
advocates not onlv classifyirg "short ridees™ as one charscteristie, but would

include "enclosures" as well!
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