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1 the past decade, many law enforcement
agencies have dusted off unsolved homicide
fles and began to review these “cold case™
murders. Whether through the use of speaial-
ized cold case squads or through individaal
deteckive iniviarive, these cases orge thougin
umsoivable are increasingly being re-exanined
for potential solution through uiilization of
advanced technolegy or changes in personal
relationships. In some mstances, organiza-
tional leadership must decide whigh cases will
be re-opened and which will not. Age of the
case, lack of physical evidence or remaining
departrent records, und other factors may
infhience this decision, Had these cases been
easy to solve, they would have been solved
carlier. Optimization of budgetary and per-
sonael resourves may he a primary consider-
ation m the deciston o move ferwiard with
sume unsolved cases while pot others. Cold
case homicide investigation is expensive in
terrs of personnel commitment and evidence
assessment and re-testing. In the review and
investigation of cold case homicides, lucal
and state law enforcement has o friend whose
servives come without charge. This friend is
the Vidoog Society.

ORGANIZATION AND
BACKGROUND

The Vidocg Society was founded in 1990 in
Philadelphia, Pennsvlvania, by William Fleish-
er {retived ), the renowned forensic sculptor
Frark Bender, and Richard Walter {retireds,

a Michigan state prison forensic psycholo-
gist. Fleisher is fsrmer Philadelphis police
officer, FB] agent. and at the timie, Assistant
special Agenr in Charge of the US. Customs
Service in Philadelphia. Bender 15 a lalented
scalptor and lorensic reconstructionist with
an uncanmy ability to recreate faces for law
endforcement frony partial and complete skuils,
His work has aided in the apprehension of
long term fugirives such as family tnurderer
Joba List and the identification of unknown

victims, and has been featured in major
documentaries and on wlevision world-wide,
Walter is highly regarded for his insight into
crime veene and behavioral anabvsis, This trio
desired to establish a vesue at which persoos
frons within and outside of law enforcement
and forensics could gather to discuss crimes
and mysteries. The organization was named
for Fugene Francoms Vidocg, 4 18th century
French crook-turned-cop who Becume a
famnons detective sid the first chiel of the
Sareté inn 1811 (Figure 17, Attertion grew as
other law enforcemesit persons joined the
group, hringing additional criminal inves-
tigative expertiie. Ultimately, the society
narrowed its mandate to focus on unsolved
“cold case” homicides, and in some cases,
disappesrances.

Today, the arganization consists of aclive
duty and retired law enforcement personnel,
farensic professionals and privabe citizens
who donate deductive, scientific, and other
tulents for the common good, All work is
done at nor cost Lo the yictio's Gunilies or
law enforcement, and their sole purpose is te
act as a catalyst and provide guidande w law
enforcentent agencies o assist i solving these
crimes. The Vidoey Society is a non-profit
charitable organization under Section 501c
{33 of the IRS Code. The Society obiains its
financial support from mendership dues and
voluntary contributors willing o help un-
derwrite their pro bono services. The Vidocg
Society has been recognized as a cold case
resoutce by the LS. Bepartment of Tustice.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Vidoog Seciety is lim-
ited 1o 82 regular Vidoog Socieiy Members
(¥5.M.s) and a restricted nurober of ypecial
tnemmibers who represent a variety ol disci-
plines, incduding law enforcement, forensics,
pasychology, private fnvestigation, business
and other diverse buckgrounds. Membership
15 by invitation only, based upon the needs
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of the organization and the particular skills
and abilities of potential members. Currently,
the membership comes from 17 states and 18
other countries.

Members and their inviled guests normally
meet over luach on the (hird Thursday of
each monih at the Dowptown Club, in the
historic Public Ledger Building in Philadel-
phiu, Pennsylvania. Ar these meetings they
Hsten to guest prosenters share the facts of an
unsolved case. Afterwards, a group question
and answer session ensues as they apply their
collective forensic skills ta attempt Lo solve
the “cold case” homicide or unselved death,
Al case information and discussions are
confidential.

The Videog Soclety publishes The Vidocg
Sacietv jourral at least four times per vear,
Articles that appear in this journal do not
incliede eonfidential Vidoeg Society informa-
o or matters. Articles may be contributed
by members and non-members.

CASE INTAKE CRITERIA
The Society selects its cases carefully and
warks closely with case Investigators and
vresecutors. The Vidaeq Socety asssts in
the investigation of unsolved deaths and
homicides only when law enforcement agen-
cies accepl Lheir support, and the investigating
agency directy all Vidocoq Society etforts. The
Vidoog society will undertake an Investiga-
tion only afrer they are contacted by « family
member or a law enlurcemnent agency asking
for the Vidocg Society to review an unsolved
cold case. A fanily member making s request
st have standing in the case, In all cases,
the investigating law enforcement agency
must welcome the help of the Yidocg Society,
Fallow-up investigation and suggested investi-
gative direction usually result from a Vidogg
presentation.

For the Vidoc Society to consider anun-
solved death or homicide case, ¢ertain criteria
mast be etz 17 the death must have ccearred
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at least two vears prion 23 the viciom cannet
have been engaged wo dangeraus or dlict
activity of any ki 3] if presented 1o o ineet-
ing by law enforcement or an mvestiyator
with standing in the case, no family members
mav be present and 41 the Vidoog Saciety
will not provide progress reports, updates or
other infermation 1o the bmidy. Information
provided to the Vidoog Sociery is mainrained
in a confidential manner

APPLICATION AND

REVIEW PROCESS

To formally request Vidoog Socicty review af
an unseived homicide ar guestionable death,
those reguesting assistance must read the
mission and intake process available a1 the
Vidaeg Snciety World Wide Web page. If the
death falls within Vidocg Society guidelines,
forward a letter by LLS, Postal service to
Vidaca Sociery Case Refervals at the address
shown at the end of this article. The letrer
should include only photocopies of any
police reports, forensic summaries, or other
relevant docoinents or newspaper clippings.
Prior to submitting required materials by
LS, Mail, questions may be subimitted o the
Director of Case Managerment at the Vidoeg
Soviety website,

Upon receipt of the material scnt with the
request for investigation, alomy with any other
facts gathered independently by the Society
persormel,  determination will be made o
ascertarn whether the case or matrer mects
Vidoog's busic acceptance criteria, [ is
decided that the arimie may qualify, the case
is assigned to addiional experts for Further
review and analvsis

CASE PRESENTATION
Some cawes bocome Vidoog inesting presenta-
tons where formal diseussions of the case and
s parameters nclude s question and answer
session arnong the presenter and menber-
ship present, The presenter of a coldecase
hormcide or disappearance of 4 Vidoog Soci-
ety mesting is usuaily: V1 alaw enforcement
predessional who has nvestigated the murder
aver the vears and continues 16 carry iton
hisfher caseload, or thetr sucepssor;or 23 in
some istinces, a Vidooy Socety member,
Presentation takes place in o private set-
ting over lunch. Fresenters may use 35mm
slide presentations, PowerPoint®, or other
furmats. Presentations should include: 1)

background of known evenls
leading up 1o the crime; 23 re-
view of all persons of nter-
o313 33 review of forensic
evidence 4] statements
of imporiant witnesses
ard persons of inferesh
and 5 overview of the
Hvesiigation.
Preseniers must
aot hold hack any
intormation as it is
important thatall
knows facts relevant
ter the case be oflered
fur constderagion and
review. Written syaopses,
timelines, and other mate-
vial tv help bring member-
ship “up o speed” in a thmely
mannsr is appreciated, and may
b returmed afler the presenta-
ton ai the discretion of the presenter,
Sufficient tine is aliotted for presentation,
although most are no more than 30 minutes
in length. It is helpful if presenter’s leave
stufficient number of business cards for the
membership for future conununications,
Following the presentation, formal discus-
sions mclude a question-and-answer period.
This is a collaborative effort that involves
sembers and invited guests, Case presenta-
tions conclude with a call for Viduey Socicty
members interested in jointly pursuing the
maticr. In sorme cases, o “working group” is
assembled to more intensively advance that
specific investigation.

MEDIA

Cophdential information provided t the
Vidocq Society and its members © kept
confidental The policy of the Vidoeg Society
is to neither confirm nor deny any role inany
investigation. The Vidoog Society i a private
arganization and is nof obligated o provide
aceess, information, or explanations to the
rredia or ' the public. The Vidocg Saciety
dees not provide real-time media access 1w
fovestigations, nor does it refease informa-
tion about cases it has belped to solve, If the
Vidocq Society is assisting in any investiga-
tion, any mformation woald come feom the
Law eaforcernent agency.

The Vidocyg Society recognises the valuable
roie that the media can afford in the truth-

YA ND

FRALL 2009 |

gathering process, however, and the role that
publicity may play in advancing the cause of
an ivestigation of an unsolved death, At the
request of the investipating law enforcement
agency, the Vidocg Society will alert focal me-
dia that a parvicular death is betng preseried
or investigated. Any case and crime detalls,
however, wouldd be provided by the investigat-
ing agency and not the Vidoceg Society.
Service w soclety is the goal of the Yidocg
Society and its menshership, Its muission is te
search for truth and to seek justice for crime
victims and their families. fn doing so, the Vi-
doeg Society continually aids law enforcement
and contributes to the public good through
ity pra bono service. The fresh perspectives
brought W cold cases by these professken-
als from divergent walks of life has aided in
the sodution of many cases nation wids. Will
yours be nexti%

Further inlormation may be obtained [rom
the Videcog Society World Wide Web she,

Conlagt Information:

The Vidoog Socety

1704 Lavust Streel, Sevond Flogr
Philadelphia, Penmsyhania 19103
215-545- 1450

Imrpeifvidocg.ong
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